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FOREWORD

Women and Poctry Ro togethers Each lives in the other; and who can 51y
which i3 antecedent? This diviac marciage, solemnized in every land from
Sappto of the Greeks to the Ameriean Edna Sta Vincent Millay, has issued in
manifold blessings to the human race. And Whether she be poetess, as Emily
Dickinson, or_heroine, a3 My Last Dachess, or inspirec of poctic fmpulse, ng
Shal T’ae, the marriage and its gift 10 humanity are the game,

For poetry and thy quickening of the heart throngh women’s loveliness, arg
tho univeraal food of man’s imagination. Robart Herrfek and the Seventeenth
ceatury Motaphysicals of England hava not outstripped theic Chineso fellow immor-
tals in giving voics to this perennial fact, Robert Brownin®. in his poom woman
and Rosea, writes:

Round and reand, l{ke a dance of gnow
In a dazzling drift, 29 its guardians, €o

Floating tha women faded for ages,



Feulptured {n stone on the Poct’s pag:s,

Karino Liu, hevself a poctess and a writer also of poctic” prosa, appropriataly
adds to the wealth of modarn litorature a living picture~a droam of fair women.,
For thy *Rlorivs of tha T'ang” include not only lacquered pillars and porticos,
ravishing porcelaing, and the mountains and streams of Wu T’20-tzu; but also
the cdifice of langaage whorein moved with stately grace the womon of the
Tmporax’s Coure and the poct’s weiting-brugh.

Tha days of onr years ars witnessing 2 ruthless pulling down of the works
of man. and a Lu'lding up into enduring literaturo of the imagininga of ths hum-
an heavt—seulptared in Stone on the puot' o pages,wrought cternally juto the
fabric of literature.

Brotharg and sigters of soda¥, greet sour gay sigtors—tho wonien of the Tang
poetry |

Ch gty Szechuan
DaY of Paar Blossoms Dryden Tinstey Phalps
Spring, 1948
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